MINUTES
The City Council of North Chicago met in a Regular meeting, Monday, April 6, 2026, at 6:01 p.m. in the City Council Chambers at 1850 Lewis Avenue with Mayor Rockingham Jr. presiding.
I. CALL TO ORDER
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
III. INVOCATION
IV. ROLL CALL
Upon the Roll Call being taken, the following members were present:
Present: Jackson, Evans, Evans, Allen, Wray, Brooks 
Absent:   Coleman, Murphy
Mayor Rockingham announced that Alderman Murphy was ill and would like to join the meeting via Zoom. Mayor Rockingham asked if a motion could be entertained to allow Alderman Murphy to join virtually. 
Alderman Jackson moved, seconded by Alderman Brooks to approve Alderman Murphy to participate via Zoom. 

4-3	APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE NORTH CHICAGO EXCHANGE 	CLUB’S PINWHEEL AND NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH
· Request to be removed from April 6, 2026, agenda. 
	Alderman Allen moved, seconded by Alderman Brooks to remove the Resolution Recognizing 	the North Chicago Exchange Club’s Pinwheel and National Child Abuse Prevention Month as 	presented.

MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE

MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE
4-1	APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION HONORING LIFE AND SERVICE OF OTIS MOORE 
4-2	APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION CELEBRATING MS. OLLIE M. COLEMAN’S 100TH 	BIRTHDAY
4-3	APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE NORTH CHICAGO EXCHANGE 	CLUB’S PINWHEEL AND NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH
	Mayor Rockingham Jr. asked for a motion to approve Agenda Items 4-1 and 4-2.  
Alderman Allen moved, seconded by Alderman Jackson to approve the Resolution Honoring the life and service of Otis Moore and the 100th Birthday of Ms. Ollie M. Coleman as presented.

MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE


V. OMNIBUS VOTE AGENDA
5-1 Approval of Minutes for Regular Council Meeting, March 16, 2026
5-2 Approval of Standing Committee Meeting Minutes, March 16, 2026
5-3 Approval of Discussion of Disabled Parking Permit for 1637 Elizabeth Ave
	


5-4 Approval Ordinance Approving Variations for the Property Located at 0 Kemble Avenue

5-5 Approval of Discussion of an Ordinance Approving a Special Use Permit for the Property Located at 2031 Dugdale Road
5-6 Approval to Enter into a Contract with Eagle Uniform Company for the Purchase of Duty Uniforms, Not to Exceed $17,3045-6
	
5-7 Approval to Enter into a Contract with Health Endeavors, S. C., Inc. for the Purchase of Annual
Physicals for Department Personnel, Not to Exceed $13,065
Alderman Allen moved, seconded by Alderman Evans to approve the Omnibus Vote Agenda as presented.
ROLL CALL:
Ayes:   Jackson, Evans, Allen, Murphy (RP), Wray, Brooks 
Nays:   None
Absent:   Coleman
MOTION CARRIED

VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS
Angela Patterson
Indicated that there was still an issue with the dog in the neighborhood. There was a court date scheduled for April 23rd at 9am, stating that she prays for a just judge. Ms. Patterson asked for support at court if possible. Also, the tree has been removed from her front yard, so she could now get a fence and go to end of the property. Ms. Patterson indicated that her front gate had been taken down, so she carried pepper spray. 

           	Alderman Evans encouraged Ms. Patterson to come to council and share her concerns because she 		continued to have the same problem. Indicating that the issue has yet to be resolved but was hopeful 		after court on the 23rd of April it would be.  It is documented that the dog had attacked people			in the neighborhood repeatedly. Recommended continue to use pepper spray to protect herself and 		she would not be wrong for protecting herself and her family. 
Linda Montgomery - 2930 Frontenac (Strawberry Condominium)
Ms. Montgomery indicated that she was selling her unit. She was instructed that she needed to install a sprinkler system above the water heater and HVAC unit. She had no knowledge of the requirement prior to her inspection. The inspector her a reasonable list of four things that needed to be done. 30 mins later, she was called and informed that a sprinkler system was needed. Her closing was scheduled for the following week, and she needed assistance paying for the sprinkler system to be installed. Mentioning that she was retired and currently not working and is at a loss because she does not have an active income to pay for a sprinkler she noted without the sprinkler the sell would fall through. She emphasized that the HOA wasn’t provided the information about the sprinkler system, therefore it did not provide the information to the residents. 
Mayor Rockingham Jr. expressed apology for circumstance. However, this had been an Ordinance for quite some time, the sprinkler system needed to be over the hot water and heating. The City could provide contact information for certified plumbers to try to resolve this situation. If installed at a timely manner an inspection could possibly be completed prior to closing.  He asked if it was possible to sell “As Is”; Inspector Dean Cushing said it could be sold “as is” and sold at buyer’s expense.

Ms. Montgomery did not think the buyer would agree
Alderman Coleman 6:13p.m.
	Mayor Rockingham Jr. reiterated the property could be sold “As Is” so that cost can be on her and she can 	have it 	done before she moves in. Alderman Brooks suggested to Ms. Montgomery speak to the 	individuals that are responsible for ensuring the codes are enforced so that she could have a clear 	understanding of what to do.
	Greg Jackson indicated that the information may not have been shared with the homeowners, however,	there have been multiple conversations and email exchanges with the HOA management company about 	the requirements, so the management company was aware. 
	Dawna Goldman – Board President for Strawberry One North
	Explained that she had no knowledge of the sprinkler wiring prior to speaking to Chief of Staff Jackson 	prior to the meeting. She would speak to the HOA about this. Asked if electrical HVACs also required the 	sprinkler. Mr. Cushing said yes. Ms. Goldman said she would distribute to the residents in that area
	Commissioner Carmecia Hawthorn (Community Announcements)
· North Chicago Library 
-Offering Computer Classes; upon completion of the classes, you will receive a free Dell laptop. 
- Offering complete passports services for new passports ONLY.  No renewals. You can get your picture taken there as well.
Additional information and flyers are available, please share the information
· Foss Park District
-On April 11th, Sneaker Ball 6-8pm (A Special Night for the Boys & Their Favorite Lady). For an unforgettable night and fun memories. Dress to Impress and don’t forget to wear your fresh sneakers. 
-On April 14th, Senior Movie Lunch & Adventure
-Beginning, May 2, 2026 Chicago Fire FC Soccer Clinic starts. This is something we definitely want our children to take advantage of. 

Please call Foss Park District for additional Details and Cost.
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VII. REGULAR AGENDA

7-1 	APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 14, CHAPTER 7 AND TITLE 3, CHAPTER 2, AND TITLE 5, CHAPTER 1 OF THE CITY CODE REGARDING FEES

Alderman Evans moved, seconded by Alderman Allen to the Approval of An Ardinance Amending Title 14, Chapter 7 and Title 3, Chapter 2, and Title 5, Chapter 1 of the City Code Regarding Fees as presented.
ROLL CALL:
Ayes:   Jackson, Evans, Allen, Wray, Murphy (RP), Brooks 
Nays:   Coleman
Absent:  None
MOTION CARRIED
7-2 	APPROVAL TO WAIVE FIRST READING AND AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2026-8 APPROVING VARIATIONS TO PERMIT 236 DWELLING UNITS AT 29521-29681 WAUKEGAN ROAD (FOREST POINTE PROPERTY OWNER, LLC) 
Alderman Evans moved, seconded by Alderman Allen to approve to waive first reading and an Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 2026-8 Approving Variations to Permit 236 Dwelling Units at 29521-29681 Waukegan Road (Forest Pointe Property Owner, LLC) as presented. 
ROLL CALL:
Ayes:   Jackson, Evans, Allen, Wray, Murphy (RP), Brooks Nays:   Coleman
Absent:   None

MOTION CARRIED

7-3   	APPROVAL OF THE RATIFICATION OF ONE-YEAR AGREEMENT FOR ELECTRIC   	SERVICES WITH DYNEGY ENERGY SERVICES, LLC, FOR CITY STREETLIGHTING AND 	WATER TREATMENT PLANT ELECTRIC SERVICE
Alderman Evans moved, seconded by Alderman Allen to approve the Ratification of One-Year Agreement for Electric Services with Dynegy Energy Services, LLC, for City Streetlighting and Water Treatment Plant Electric Service as presented.  

ROLL CALL:
Ayes:   Jackson, Coleman, Evans, Allen, Wray, Murphy (RP), Brooks 
Nays:   None
Absent:   None 
MOTION CARRIED
Mayor Rockingham Jr. explained that Dynegy was the usual provider for the City and they are the lowest bidder for electricity.
7-4   APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION APPROVING SALE OF SURPLUS REAL ESTATE AT 1700 MORROW AVENUE, 2238 HERVEY AVENUE, AND 712 BROADWAY AVENUE
Alderman Evans moved, seconded by Alderman Allen to approve the Resolution Approving Sale of Surplus Real Estate at 1700 Morrow Avenue, 2238 Hervey Avenue, and 712 Broadway Avenue as presented.  
ROLL CALL:
                       Ayes:   Jackson, Coleman, Evans, Allen, Wray, Murphy (RP), Brooks 
Nays:   None
Abstain: 
Absent:   None
MOTION CARRIED

7-5    AWARD OF THE LEWIS AVENUE DETENTION BASIN PHASE I PROJECT TO BERGER CONTRACTORS IN THE NOT TO EXCEED AMOUNT OF $1,566,041.44

	Alderman Evans moved, seconded by Alderman Allen to approve Award of the Lewis Avenue Detention Basin Phase I Project to Berger Contractors in the Not to Exceed Amount of $1,566,041.44 as presented.  
ROLL CALL:
Ayes:   Jackson, Evans, Allen, Wray, Murphy (RP), Brooks 
Nays:   None
Abstain:   Coleman
Absent:   None
MOTION CARRIED
7-6   APPROVAL OF THE NOTICE OF AWARD - LEAD SERVICE LINE REPLACEMENTS - PHASE I TO FIVE STAR ENERGY SERVICES, LLC IN THE NOT TO EXCEED AMOUNT OF $2,268,135.00
Alderman Allen wanted to make the residents aware that grant money was funding the work being 	done. Mayor Rockingham Jr. confirmed the projects were grant funded. The retention pond would 	help benefit residents on the western end of Lewis Ave. up to Green Bay Rd. The retention pond 	would be across from School District 187 building. The Lead Line project would be along 	Broadway.  
Alderman Evans moved, seconded by Alderman Allen the Approval of the Notice of Award - Lead Service Line Replacements - Phase I to Five Star Energy Services, LLC in the Not to Exceed Amount of $2,268,135.00 as presented.  
ROLL CALL:
Ayes:  Jackson, Evans, Allen, Wray, Murphy (RP), Brooks 
Nays: None
Abstain: Coleman
Absent:   None
MOTION CARRIED

7-7    APPROVAL OF THE INTENT TO AWARD - WATER TOWER NO. 1 AND TRANSMISSION MAIN - CONTRACT A TO CALDWELL TANKS, INC. IN THE NOT TO EXCEED AMOUNT OF $5,374,400.00
	Mayor Rockingham Jr. explained briefly- A new watermain is in the process of being constructed located east of the Golf Course because it is at the highest point in North Chicago for our water transmission. The current tank is a water tower to control the pressure, a new real water tower was being constructed. This will help with maintaining water pressure but also in the case of an emergency it would supply water to the City of North Chicago for a couple of days, while needed repairs were done. 
Currently there was staff on site 24 hours a day, 7 days a week processing water. With the new tank there would be one person, daily service to fill the water tank and the water tank would service the City of North Chicago. He anticipated running water at night, while electricity is down to help conserve energy. There’s a lot of moving parts to complete the water tower but in the end, it would save much needed dollars, which won’t need to come from our taxpayers.
Mayor Rockingham, Jr., noted the previous year the City generated $33 million in grant dollars. He was hopeful to match or exceed that amount the current year. 
Alderman Evans moved, seconded by Alderman Allen the Approval of the Intent to Award - Water Tower No. 1 and Transmission Main - Contract A to Caldwell Tanks, Inc. in the Not to Exceed Amount of $5,374,400.00 as presented.  
ROLL CALL:
Ayes: Jackson, Evans, Allen, Wray, Murphy (RP), Brooks
Nays: Coleman
Absent:   None
MOTION CARRIED
7-8   AWARD OF THE WATER TOWER NO. 1 AND TRANSMISSION MAIN CONTRACT B – 24-INCH TRANSMISSION MAIN PROJECT TO CAMPANELLA AND SONS, INC. IN THE NOT TO EXCEED AMOUNT OF $822,763.00.   
Alderman Evans moved, seconded by Alderman Allen to Award of the Water Tower No. 1 and Transmission Main Contract B – 24-inch Transmission Main Project to Campanella and Sons, Inc. in the Not to Exceed Amount of $822,763.00 as presented.  
ROLL CALL:
Ayes: Jackson, Evans, Allen, Wray, Murphy (RP), Brooks
Nays: Coleman
Absent:   None
MOTION CARRIED
7-9	 APPROVAL TO ACCEPT ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY (DCEO) STATE GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $740,000 FOR BROADWAY AVENUE PROJECT
	Comptroller Tawanda Joyner explained the grant was for the Broadway project. This project would cost $3.6 million; there were grants funds to cover $2.4 million, however the City would need to pay $1.2 million. 
	Alderman Allen asked if there were additional funds available for the project. Mayor Rockingham Jr. explained there were funds in the budget.
Alderman Evans moved, seconded by Alderman Allen the Approval to Accept Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) State Grant in the amount of $740,000 for Broadway Avenue Project as presented.  
ROLL CALL:
Ayes:   Coleman, Evans, Allen, Wray, Murphy (RP), Brooks 
Nays:   Jackson
Absent:   None 
MOTION CARRIED
7-10   CONSIDERATION/APPROVAL OF THE CITY BILLS



Alderman Allen moved, seconded by Alderman Evans to pay the Regular and Special 1 bills of Council Run 04/02/26 in the amount of $974,043.65 when funds become available.
ROLL CALL:
Ayes:   Jackson, Evans, Coleman, Allen, Wray, Murphy (RP), Brooks 
Nays:   None
Absent:   None

MOTION CARRIED
VIII. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS
ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMENTS
· Alderman Allen
-Reminder On April 8, 2026, at 1pm, Senior Club at Foss Park along with the Alderman 4th Ward meeting and there would be clarification of $500 senior rebate. The meeting was scheduled for individuals who were seniors aged 65 years or older and have lived in your home 20+ years. Additionally, there would be information about the new Health Department opening. 
Alderman Wray encouraged the 5th Ward residents to attend that meeting as well. To receive information and ask questions. Mayor Rockingham, Jr. said the meeting on April the 8th was open to all the residents of the City of North Chicago. 

· Mayor Rockingham, Jr.
Shared experience of a trip he took. He was a part of a delegation of 25 selected mayors from the state of Illinois. It was a trip to Rome to meet and talk with the Pope. Mayor Rockingham Jr. said it was a fantastic opportunity. 
· Shared site seeing experiences. As well as indicated that there were individuals that came from all over the world to share in a Palm Sunday event. 
· Mayor Rockingham, Jr. shared a conversation and experience with another Pope that in conversation was familiar with Great Lakes and neighboring cities of North Chicago.
· Mayor Rockingham, Jr. expressed gratitude for the opportunity to attend. 
Alderman Evans stated that he was proud Mayor Rockingham, Jr. had the opportunity to go to Rome and represent the City of North Chicago. Felt there could be no better person to go to a place like Rome to represent the City of North Chicago than Mayor Rockingham, Jr. Congratulations to the Mayor.
Mayor Rockingham, Jr. said the Pope now had a Challenge Coin from the City of North Chicago with the new logo. 
IX. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the Council; a motion was made by Alderman Allen, seconded by Alderman Evans that the meeting stand adjourned.

MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE
The Council Meeting adjourned at 6:44 p.m.
ATTEST:


Lori L. Collins, City Clerk
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